
The National Main Streets 2023 Conference cruised through Hyde Park last week and hit several Hyde
Park restaurants like Las Delicias Columbianas shown here.

PHOTO BY MARY ELLEN GAMBON

Hyde Park Board of Trade President Scott Batey helped to show new-
comers what Hyde Park is really like at Park 54 during the tour.
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The Parkway Rotary is hoping you can help pollinators by giving
them much needed food in the spring.

COURTESY PHOTO

Hyde Park Main Street
receives national attention
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Rotary encourages
No Mow May

18–22 Arboretum
receives share of criticism

Dozens of community activ-
ists from around the country were
treated to the best of what Hyde
Park has to offer during a daylong
series of events on Tuesday,
March 28 as part of Boston’s host-
ing of the national Main Street
Now 2023 Conference last week.

The day’s theme was “Afford-
able Housing Meets Main
Street,” according to organizer
Gretchen Van Ness, the executive
director of LGBTQ Senior Hous-
ing, Inc. The nonprofit is redevel-
oping the former Rogers Middle
School into The Pryde, the first
LGBTQ-friendly affordable hous-
ing development in New England.
She partnered with Thien
Simpson, the executive director of
Hyde Park Main Streets, (HPMS)
to create a mobile workshop that
showcased Hyde Park’s glorious
past and promising future.

The Pryde, Van Ness ex-
plained, was the day’s centerpiece
because it is a national model for
how responsible development can
preserve historical community el-
ements while generating new part-
nerships.

“As always, we make history
in Hyde Park,” she told the packed
morning reception at Las Delicias
Columbianas on River Street.
“We continue to redefine what it
means to be an inclusive and wel-
coming and affirming community
for all.”

“I couldn’t be a bigger sup-
porter of the Main Streets pro-
gram,” state Rep. Rob Consalvo
said. “We understand how impor-
tant local business districts are –
they are the lifeblood of our com-
munity.”

He described Van Ness as “a
civic giant in our community and
in our city.”

Mimi Turchinetz, the presi-

dent of the Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association (HPNA), spoke
about the value of community
building.

“It was really the best commu-
nity process that I have ever seen
in developing housing,” she said
in her praise of Pennrose, The
Pryde’s developer. Pennrose spent
several years in community meet-
ings before breaking ground on
the project.

“In terms of Main Streets, this
really is a national model,”
Turchinetz added.

Hyde Park Board of Trade
President Scott Batey pointed out
the spirit of “civic interaction” in
Hyde Park. He said residents si-
multaneously appreciate its his-
toric figures and homes while
embracing an increasingly diverse
population.

“Our businesses have a wide
range of cultures,” Batey ex-
plained. “Some of them are run

by first-generation Americans.”
Visitors wearing hardhats

spent about an hour touring The
Pryde’s construction site, learning
about how its future residents are
anticipated to jumpstart engage-
ment in the business district.

Longtime neighborhood ad-
vocate and realtor Pat Tierney
added that new housing will gen-
erate additional shoppers.

Van Ness explained the con-
cept of The Pryde in the school’s
former auditorium as construction
workers whirred around her. The
building will include a commu-
nity room, local artwork, and
spaces honoring LGBTQ com-
munity achievements and the 54th
Regiment, the first American mili-
tary unit consisting of Black sol-
diers during the Civil War.

“I can visualize someone who
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Spring is in the air, and many community members are ea-
ger to begin their spring gardening - but the Parkway Rotary
Club (PRC) is asking gardeners to wait to mow their lawns.
The PRC is encouraging Parkway residents to participate in
“No Mow May,” which allows grass to grow un-mowed
throughout the month of May. This helps create habitat and
forage for early season pollinators, and is particularly impor-
tant in urban areas where floral resources can be limited.

No Mow May is an initiative throughout the local Rotary
District 7930, which spans through Boston and the North Shore.

“The newest of the seven Areas of Focus, Protecting the
Environment, has been an important area for our district,” ex-
plained PRC President Kelsea Lawler. “The district and our
club are working on projects such as planting native pollinator
gardens, No Mow May, the Ipswich River cleanup project,
and many others to support this focus.”

The PRC believes that participating in No Mow May is just
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Boylston Properties and Velney Development propose to build
a six–story, 230-unit apartment building on the Arboretum Road cul-
de-sac on the edge of the Arnold Arboretum; they had a March full
of community meetings.

As reported by The Bulletin, the new housing replaces a one-
story, two-acre factory building put up for sale on Aug. 26, 2021 for
$12.5 million.

After meeting with Roslindale residents on March 1, Boylston-
Velney went to the virtual Jamaica Plain Housing Committee (JPHC)
meeting on March 2l; although geographically in Roslindale, 18-
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